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To avoid confusion, I would point out that a commentary is provided
at the first occurrence of an obscure word or expression and is not repeated ;
similarly with place names. Verses of the Qur’an are numbered only with

a change of dya.

In presenting this edition of al-Waqidi, I wish to express my gratitude
to the friends and colleagues who have helped and encouraged me through
the years of preparation. My thanks are especially due to Professor Alfred
Guillawme, without whom the work would not have been embarked upon
and would certainly not have been completed. I should also like to express
my gratitude to Dr. Muhammad Abdu Azzam, Dr. Abdallah el-Tayyib,
Dr. Abd al-Jabbar al-Muttalibi, Mr. Fouad el-Sayyid, Dr. Walid Arafat
and Dr. Mahmoud al-Ghul for their helpful suggestions. I am particularly
indebted to Mr. Mahmoud el-Tanahi for his patience in reading through
the final text and his help in proof-reading, to Mr, Rashad Abd el-Mut-
talib for his unfailing and invaluable help in making available to me his
personal library and in seeing the work through the press, and to Mr.
Abd el-Fattah el-Hilw and Mr. Mahmoud Sharaf el-Din for their
assistance in preparing the indices. Finally, I wish to express my deep
gratitude to the School of Oriental and African Studies at the University
of London for its generosity in financing the publication of this work
and, especially, to the officers and members of the Publications

Commititee,

Cairo, 1964. Marsden Fones.

(1) The Nakj al-Baligha of Ibn AbT'l-Hadid has been given a symbol for convenience
sake, in view of the wealth of material from al-Wiqidi quoted by him, especially on Badr

and Uhud.
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on page 360. From then on a supplement has been added which 1s ascribed,
according to a note on the title page, to Ab{’l-Mu‘tamir Sulayméin ibn
Tarkhin al-Taymi, There is also a lacuna in the text from the words

@5\“@.& ff ca8lll JB on page 7, line 9 (Von Kremer’s edition),
to the words 3;5“ d_a_}i L;l:m_p on page g9, line 2. The remainder of the

list of raids, a list of the governors of Medina during the Prophet’s absence,
the battle crics and the description of all the raids up to Nakhla have
been omiticd. The gap has been filled, as the isndd on page 7 shows,
by a quotation from Ibn Ishaq. In collating the texts, I have made use
of the Vienna MS. in preference, to Von Kremer’s edition.

The fourth MS. (Dar al-Kutub, Tarikh 522) is an intercsting one
in that it is in the hand of Ibn Heajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 A.H.). Unfor-
tunately, 1t consists of sclections from al-Waqidi made by Ibn Hajar {or

his own use in compiling his books, as he himself acknowledges in a gloss
contained in the third line of the first page. The fragmentary nature of

the sclections has severely restricted the usefulness of Ibn Hajar’s text.

An edition of one third of the text, published in Cairo in 1947 by
‘Abbis al-Shirbini, claims to be based upon 2 MS. in the library of Fou'ad
University, So far as I have been able to ascertain, no such MS. exists in
the library of what is now Cairo University. The text is identical with
Von Kremer’s versioh, even to reproducing some of the errors.

In addition to the MSS. of the work itself, I have collated many
quotations from al-Wiqidi to be found in other sources, such as Ibn Sa‘d,
al-Balddhuri, al-Tabari, Ibn Kathir, Ibn Sayyid al-Nis, al-Zurgani and
al-Samhidi. I have also referred to Ibn Ishiaq’s Sira and to the Sirat al-
Halabiya of Ibn Burhdn al-Din where I needed confirmation {or the
correction of a corrupt passage in the text. I have not atiempted a detailed
collation of the text of Ibn Ishiq with that of al-Waqidi. To do so would
involve an unmanageable range of variants and would be justifed only
if the charge of plagiarism by al-Wiaqidi of Ibn Ishiq were true.l

In my commentary on the text I have made use of the standard clas-
sical lexica, hadith, tafsir and historical sources and the relevant diwdans,
in addition to the specialized commentaries of al-Suhayli and AbG Dharr.

A. bibliography of sources referred to is given below. The f{ollowing
abbreviations have been used in preparing the foot-notes :

B.M. Or. 1617 ............ rererearens ‘J.-.am

W i PPN Tl i A

i rresees—ml

(1) See J.M.B, Jones, Ibn Ishiq and al-Wiqidi : the dream of ‘Atika and the raid
to Nakhla in relation to the charge of plagiarism, B.5.0.4.8., XXII, 1, 1959.
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crrors are common (e.g. p. 651, note 1/ p. 659, note 1/ p. 666, note 2/
p. 672, note 1/ p. 713, note 2/ p. 720, note 2/ p. 740, note 5/ p. 926, note 4/
p. 1005, note 1/ p. 1054, note 1). Another mistake {requently giving rise
to difficulty is the transposition of the letters of a word, or careless trans-
cription (e.g. p. 187, note 2/ p. 190, note 3/ p. 293, note 2/ p.'g11, note 1/
p. 362, note 1/ p. 426, note 1/ p. 469, note 3/ p. 630, note 3/ p. 772, note 4./
p. 915, note 3). A further group of errors would scem to be auditory in
character and suggest that parts of the MS. may have been written down
from dictation (e.g. p. 5I, note 7/ p. 465, note 2/ p. 556, note g/ p. 638,
note 1/ p. 808, note 4/ p. 9ob, note 2/ p. ggI, note 2/ p. 1097, note 2).
Errors in the form of proper names are too frequent to mention. These
I have corrected by referring to other MSS. of the text, to other sira sources
and to standard works such as those of Ibn Hajar and Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr.
Where a corrcction is thought necessary, the original pattern is recorded
as a footnote. Some lacunae 1 have been unable to fill in (e.g. p. 800,
note 1/ p. 820, note 6). In other instances I have filled in lacunae on the
basis of a collation of the text with other MSS. of al-Wiqidi, or with other

sources (e.g. P. 549, note 1/ p. 753, note 2/ p. go6, note 1). In such cases,
the added portion is indicated by rectangular brackets.

This mam MS, was used by Wellhausen for his condensed German
version of the work which appezred in 1882}, The fact that he attempted
such a project, without first establishing what is o very difficult text, may
explain some of the shortcomings in his book. Diflicult passages in ihe

text are frequently left out altogether in the translation and many passages
arc mistranslated,

The second MS. which I have used in the collation of the text (B.M.
Add. 20737) is, without doubt, much superior to the Preston MS. It is
only partially vocalized and very ofien the nugat of the letters are omitted,
but the text itself is much more reliable than that of the complete MS.
Unfortunately, however, it covers only the first half of the work. 'The
first page is missing, but the repetition of the introductory isnad, later,
enumerates the first three links of the Preston MS. — Ibn al-Thealji, Ibn
Hayyawayhi and Ibn Abi Hayya.

The third MS. used is the Vienna MS. of the Kitgb al-M aghdzt
(Wien, 881) which was discovered by Von Kremer in Damascus in 1851
and published by him in 18552, It contains around one third of the whole

work and consists of al~-Waqidi’s text only up to the words Yl 5> L-lti

—

(1) Muhammed in Medina, Das ist Vakidi’s Kitab al-Maghazi in verktirzter deutscher
wicdergaba, Berlin, 188z,

(2) Wakidy's History of Muhammad’s Campaigns, Calcutta, 185s.

—ruruilinminh



PREFACE

In the English language preface to this volume, I propose to confine
myself to commenting upon the MS. sources which I have made use of
in editing the text of the Kitdh al-M aghdzi of al-Waqidi and to a short
description of the methods followed in the editing process, A more lengthy
study of al-Wiqidi and his place in the szm—-maghazz literature will be
found in the Arabic preface,

The main MS. on which the text is based (B.M. Or. 161%) is the only
complete copy of the work known to exist. It was acquired b, +he British
Museum from Theodore Preston in 1848, having beer uliained by him
in Aleppo in 184%. The MS. is dated 11th. Sha‘ban 465 A.H. and the
introductory isndd shows that between the fifth anonymous link in the
catena and al-Waqidi himself come, in order of priority, Ab{i ‘Abdallah
Muhammad ibn Shuja¢ al-Thalji, Abi'l-Qasim ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Abi
- Hayya, Abi ‘Umar Muhammad ibn al-“Abbis ibn Zakariyi ibn Hay-
yawayhl and Ab#i Muhammad al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali al-Jawhari. Ibn al-
Thalji (d. 266 A.H.) is described by al-Baghdadi as ‘‘fagih of the people
of Iraq in his day”l and was a specialist not only in law but in the reciting
of the Quran and jadith®. According to Ibn Hajar, he was appointed
gadi by al-Mutawakkil,® Ibn Abi Hayya (d. 319 A.H.) was the librarian
of al-Jahizt, Ibn Hayyawayhi (d. 382 A.H.) was specialized in jadith
and maghdzi and was a transmitter not only of al-Wiqidi but also of Ibn
Sa‘d.5 al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali al -Jawhari (d. 454 A.H.) was one of the ‘wlama’
of the Iraqi school and afterwards gadi of MedinaS.

The MS. is written in clear naskhi and with almost full diacritical
pointing. First impressions are, however, misleading for the vowel and
case signs seem to have been inserted later and are completely unreliable,
Furthermore, the text itself proved to be so full of errors as to make the
task of editing very much more complicated and laborious than was at
first anticipated — this was particularly so in the later sections of the work
where I have had to rely, for the most part, on the main MS. Grammatical

ey irvr i L

(1) Tarikh Baghdad, V, gso.
(2) al-Fawdhir al-mudiva, Y1, 6o,
(3) Tahdhib al-tahdhib, 1X, 220.
(4) Tarikh Baghdid, X1, 28.
(5) TMH! Baghdad III, 121.
(6) Turlkh Baghdid, VII, 364.
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